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On December 16th, the B.C. Ministry of Transportation & Infrastructure (MoTI) published the Strategic Review of 
Transit in the Fraser Valley, which looked into future transit options for the Fraser Valley. The study is the second major 
study to be released this fall, the first being our own study of the Interurban Rail Line, carried out for Rail for the Valley. 
We found that an Interurban passenger service could be achieved in the Fraser Valley at relatively low cost due to the 
already existing track, and recommended early implementation in order to realize the benefits as soon as possible.

The BC MoTI and TransLink appear to have predefined that Bus Rapid Transit [BRT] was the only option and the 
report was to prove that point of view.

As already noted by the Rail for the Valley group, one example of the bias of the report can be found by comparing 
projected boarding’s:

Projected boarding’s per day for daily Interurban service between Abbotsford and Chilliwack is put at a maximum of 
250passengers. [6800 daily boarding’s for a hypothetical Chilliwack-Surrey Interurban service, minus 6550 boarding’s 
for a shorter Abbotsford-Surrey service, give an upper bound on the number of passengers travelling between 
Abbotsford and Chilliwack, Table 3.17, Foundation Paper #4]

However, when the report looks at the equivalent "Express Bus" service between Abbotsford and Chilliwack, with the 
same travel time (30 minutes) and the same frequency of service(30/60 minutes peak/off-peak), a very different 
number is arrived at: 800 boarding’s. [Table3.6, Foundation Paper #4]

The report extrapolates costs from an earlier 2006 DRL report on Commuter Rail to the western Fraser Valley, in order 
to arrive at a Capital Cost estimate of $18.6 million/km for track repairs and upgrades. The estimate, in brief, is based 
on double tracking of the entire line, stations in close proximity (one station every 1.6 km, each station costing $3 
million), and other costs entirely unnecessary for Light Rail Transit[See DRL Report, Tables 4-1 and 6-1]. The result is 
a far too high Cost per km. (We arrive at a Cost per km of approximately $5 million.) However, for the purposes of 
calculating ridership, the Review assumes only 1 stop in Chilliwack and 1 stop in Abbotsford, for a total of 9 stops on 
the entire Chilliwack-Surrey route, along with a maximum operating speed of 60km/h [Table 3.19, Foundation Report 
#4]. (This is well under the 80-100 km/h operating speed that we find would be readily achieved on the Interurban 
route.) These two assumptions in combination, cause EMME-based Transport Modelling (as the Strategic 
Review uses) to show artificially low Ridership numbers.

The MoTi had formed their conclusion prior to commissioning the report, and the evidence in the report has been 
selectively incorporated, in order to substantiate the conclusion that they wanted to see; despite the proven facts that 
the Light Rail option, for the Fraser Valley would have an annual cost of less than a quarter of the figure quoted in the 
FVTS report.

In the first four weeks of 2011, confirmed details have been released of confirmed intensions to implement or 
approved funding for, construction commencement or opening dates of:

• Seven new and three extensions of UK & European, at grade Light Rail/Tram systems, including two Tram-
Train projects

• Three new and three extensions of US, at grade Light Rail/Tram systems
The promoters have demonstrated by their decision, the unique opportunity that Light Rail will bring to their 
communities, in economic, regeneration, environmental and social benefits.
Full details can be studied in the news section of the Rail for the Valley website

The FVTS study assumes that a regional Bus/BRT would always attract the largest number of riders. The MoTI’s 
economic justification in the FVTS report for not reopening the Interurban from Chilliwack to Surrey is at best diffident, 
at worst erroneous in its conclusion.
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